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Sir: 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the Notice of Allowance and the statement of 
reasons for allowance dated July 14, 2008. Applicants respectfully note that additional 
reasons exist for the allowance of the claims. 

Applicants also point out that the reasons for allowance (Article 2 of the Notice of 
Allowability mailed 7/14/08) track the wording of method claim 41 and that independent 
device claim 36 contains slightly different phrasing, but that claim 36 is allowable for the 
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same reasons as claim 41 as provided in the Amendments filed on January 28, 2008 and 
June 10 3 2008. 1 



Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



1 Further, the term "nanowhisker" mentioned in the statement of reasons for allowance 
should be interpreted as a nanostructure having at least two dimensions of less than 1 micron 
(as provided in the paragraph bridging pages 1-2 of the specification), and a nanowhisker is 
not necessarily made by a catalyst mediated VLS process since the second paragraph in the 
Field of the Invention section of the specification states that VLS is a preferred but not a 
necessary growth method. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date August 6, 2008 
FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone: (202) 945-6090 
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